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During Gandhiji's stay in India from 1896 and 1902 both in India and
again from 1915 till his martyrdom in 1948, when he became the undisputed leader
of the Indian freedom struggle and finally his reputation as the Father of the Nation,
the railways were major medium of Gandhiji's journey to every corner of the

country. He has left behind a large number of his thoughts and writings on the
CARE ?nTR' Indian Railways: especially in terms of visits to the third class' (the most used
status in British India) Regarding corruption and rudeness of railways staff ,

eldd HIYdp, communal differences in providing drinking water or tea, shortcomings of
@TW ﬁq:ﬂj-[ punctuality, travel without tickets and even the service conditions of railway
. employees and many other matters related to railways etc. Gandhi's harsh
U0 dio gO 2o GSIéGI, criticism of railways in India was the basis for his sharp awareness of how the
Lgsf British built railways in India as a tool of exploitation as well as the satanic
gf EN T‘ﬁO Qﬂo 0 tendency of Western civilization.
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EERARING dTchlfere, ThRIHD, Fofl, Wifddara], R wyor |

Contract, Expansion, Irrational, Old Guarantee System,
Inhuman, Instantaneous, Negative, Indebted, Materialistic,

Ruthless Exploitation.
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The railways entered India when the East
India Company joined the East Indian Railway
Company (1849) from Kolkata to Rajmahal, the G.I.P.
Railway Company (1849) to Mumbai to Kalyan, and
the Madras Guaranteed Railway. (1852) with the
agreement to construct railway lines from Chennai
(Madras) to Jolarpettai on liberal terms.The British
government saw irrational possibilities in the
expansion of railways with a view to maintain effective
control over the entire territory of India. He therefore
assured profits to private companies, which were
established in England, which had nothing to do with
the development requirements and commercial
viability of a particular sector. Thus by 1870, under
this system, which was called the "Old Guarantee
System", a railway circuit of 7635 km was ready.
Under the increasing impact of the modernization of
railways in India and the increasing trade of grain, the
problem of famine transcended the limited local
distress of very drought-prone areas and resulted in
high prices of grain spread over a large area. This
made it difficult for a large population of inefficient
farming people to satisfy their hunger due to poverty.
Thus the growing network of railways served to
strengthen the hold of most British political and
military dominance and help in the economic
exploitation of India. Gandhiji was particularly
criticism of the role of railways, lawyers and doctors in
India as he saw them as tools and cooperation
structures of colonial rule and exploitation in India.
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